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... I genuinely believed that this was a way for me to help better the 
world,… I now believe that this was a form of brainwashing. Over 
and over they told me that this was the “couple’s baby…No one 
ever said to me: It’s your baby … They didn’t tell me that it was 
Ryan’s and Tuesday’s baby sister…It was the “couple’s child.” It 

wasn’t giving Betsy Stern her baby. I was giving her my baby.40

The “surrogacy” arrangement has disrupted my family forever. I 
did not realize the effect it would have on my daughter.  When I 
came home from hospital, my daughter, aged eight at the time, 
asked: “Mommy, if I am a bad girl, are you going to give me away 
too?”…For months she could not sleep at night and frequently 
asked if I was going to give her away or if I had ever thought of 
giving her away. The psychologist who counselled my daughter 
after her brother was born said this will affect her for the rest of 
her life. 41

“…Surrogacy may help take the heartache away for one family 
but it surely destroys another. Infertile women sometimes say 
they feel pain every time they see a baby, a child. I’m the one 
who now looks at a child that goes by, at every crying baby that 
I hear, to check if it is my child. I wonder every day what he looks 
like or what he is doing –is he healthy or could he be sick? Is he 
being taken care of? I look at his empty crib and live one day at 
a time until I see my child again.” 42
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Prayer to Our Lady of Seidnaya 

The Story of Seidnaya
High on a hill near Damascus lies the town of Seidnaya. It is home to the Greek 
Orthodox convent of Our Lady, and looks more like a Crusader castle than a 
convent. According to legend the monastery was founded in 547 century by the 

Byzantine Emperor, Justinian, who chased a stag to the top of the hill only to witness it change into an apparition 
of the Virgin Mary. Our Lady asked him to build a convent there on top of a rock. Ever since the convent has been 
a place of pilgrimage, at one point the most important Christian pilgrimage site outside Jerusalem. It also houses 
a remarkable icon of Our Lady, said to be painted by St Luke, the Evangelist and venerated for its miraculous 
powers.

William Dalrymple a visitor to Seidnaya says that he witnessed something of a modern miracle, an extraordinary 
sight, “Christians and Muslims praying together in a fashion unimaginable today almost anywhere else in the 
Near East.” Curious, he approached Sister Tecla, who explained, “the Muslims come here because they want 
babies,” she said simply. “Our Lady has shown her power and blessed many of the Muslims. The people started 
to talk about her and now more Muslims come here than Christians. If they ask for her she will be there…They 
come in the evening, they make vows and then the women spend the night. They sleep on a blanket in front of 
the holy icon of Our Lady.”

“And it works?” Dalrymple asked. “I have seen with my own eyes,” said Sister Tecla. “One Muslim woman had 
been waiting for a baby for twenty years. She was beyond the normal age of childbearing but someone told her 
about the Virgin of Seidnaya. She came here and spent two nights in front of the icon. She was so desperate…” 
“What happened,” he asked? “She returned the following year,” said Sister Tecla, “with triplets”

Prayers to Our Lady of Seidnaya cannot hurt anyone! The more we learn about reproductive technology and its 
harmful effects on women and children, a holiday to Seidnaya might be far safer, cheaper and more effective! 
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wasn’t giving Betsy Stern her baby. I was giving her my baby.40

The “surrogacy” arrangement has disrupted my family forever. I 
did not realize the effect it would have on my daughter.  When I 
came home from hospital, my daughter, aged eight at the time, 
asked: “Mommy, if I am a bad girl, are you going to give me away 
too?”…For months she could not sleep at night and frequently 
asked if I was going to give her away or if I had ever thought of 
giving her away. The psychologist who counselled my daughter 
after her brother was born said this will affect her for the rest of 
her life. 41

“…Surrogacy may help take the heartache away for one family 
but it surely destroys another. Infertile women sometimes say 
they feel pain every time they see a baby, a child. I’m the one 
who now looks at a child that goes by, at every crying baby that 
I hear, to check if it is my child. I wonder every day what he looks 
like or what he is doing –is he healthy or could he be sick? Is he 
being taken care of? I look at his empty crib and live one day at 
a time until I see my child again.” 42
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Prayer to Our Lady of Seidnaya 

The Story of Seidnaya
High on a hill near Damascus lies the town of Seidnaya. It is home to the Greek 
Orthodox convent of Our Lady, and looks more like a Crusader castle than a 
convent. According to legend the monastery was founded in 547 century by the 

Byzantine Emperor, Justinian, who chased a stag to the top of the hill only to witness it change into an apparition 
of the Virgin Mary. Our Lady asked him to build a convent there on top of a rock. Ever since the convent has been 
a place of pilgrimage, at one point the most important Christian pilgrimage site outside Jerusalem. It also houses 
a remarkable icon of Our Lady, said to be painted by St Luke, the Evangelist and venerated for its miraculous 
powers.

William Dalrymple a visitor to Seidnaya says that he witnessed something of a modern miracle, an extraordinary 
sight, “Christians and Muslims praying together in a fashion unimaginable today almost anywhere else in the 
Near East.” Curious, he approached Sister Tecla, who explained, “the Muslims come here because they want 
babies,” she said simply. “Our Lady has shown her power and blessed many of the Muslims. The people started 
to talk about her and now more Muslims come here than Christians. If they ask for her she will be there…They 
come in the evening, they make vows and then the women spend the night. They sleep on a blanket in front of 
the holy icon of Our Lady.”

“And it works?” Dalrymple asked. “I have seen with my own eyes,” said Sister Tecla. “One Muslim woman had 
been waiting for a baby for twenty years. She was beyond the normal age of childbearing but someone told her 
about the Virgin of Seidnaya. She came here and spent two nights in front of the icon. She was so desperate…” 
“What happened,” he asked? “She returned the following year,” said Sister Tecla, “with triplets”

Prayers to Our Lady of Seidnaya cannot hurt anyone! The more we learn about reproductive technology and its 
harmful effects on women and children, a holiday to Seidnaya might be far safer, cheaper and more effective! 
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